
After a quietus we are resurrecting the 
WWM newsletter format to communicate 
and involve our readers and to engage us 
all in a conversation around current issues 
of social justice. Here is where we are—
we have established an editorial board— 
Charlie Hamlet of St. Bernard’s, Charlie 
Buccola of St. Francis of Assisi, Gary 
Marvin of Epiphany, and our staff of 
Mark Bouchard, Sr. Mary Schmuck, 
RSM, and myself. 

We will present topical pieces for your 
reading and reflection and hopefully your 
reaction and response. The WORDS will 
be presented to better understand what 
they MEAN to us and forge WAYS to 
make this world a better place. 

As part of this process, we will send a 
focus article to 25 persons on our mailing 
list, inviting them to respond. We will 
then present their responses in our next 
issue. This is a dynamic process. 
Tweaking will certainly be done. Our first 
of what we hope will be a long and 
expanding effort is described below. 

In my experience, the polarity described 
as “right” and “left” is much too facile but 
it does describe different world views 
behind any particular position on a social 
issue. If I believe the world is flat or that 
mankind is a mere 6,000 years old or the 
moon landing was staged in a warehouse, 
there is a serious breach with a reality 
accepted by the majority. However, I 
believe we are in this world together. 
There is no such thing as a private action 
or private sin. We invite you to engage—
we hope there will be voices on all sides 
of the issues so that we can forge or 
perhaps simply acknowledge what is 
common or not common to the positions 
that we take.  
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W O R D S,  W AY S  A N D  M E A N S  RE S U M E S 
PU B L I S H I N G ,  A S K I N G  FO R  Y O U R  
F E E D B A C K  A N D  I N P U T  
B Y  D A V I D  J .  DU T S C H K E  

D I R E C T O R  O F  P A R I S H  S O C I A L  M I N I S T R Y ,  A R C H D I O C E S E O F  L O U I S V I L L E  

FEEDBACK FROM READERS to 
“Does the Church belong in the Halls of 
Frankfort?”  

Twenty-five people listed in our database 
of those who are “connected” to Catholic 
Charities of Louisville in one of many 
ways were emailed/USMailed a copy of 
Jane Chiles article “Does the Church 
belong in the Halls of Frankfort?” 

A copy may be downloaded from 
http://www.ccky.org/Newsletters/2006%2
0Newsletters/Volume6Number2%20Sum
mer%202006.pdf or requested from any 
of the contacts listed in this newsletters.  

They were asked to respond to these 
questions: 

Prior to reading this article, did you 
have an opinion whether or not the 
Church should speak out in Frankfort 
concerning legislative issues?  

Do you agree with the author of this 
article that the Church’s gospel values 
should have an influence on public 
policy?  

Do you think that the Church can take 
an active role in shaping public policy 
without becoming politicized?  

Please share any other brief comments 
that you have in reaction to the article or 
the general topic of Catholic engagement 
in the legislative process.  

In your opinion what are the three 
most important issues that the church 
should be working on in Frankfort? In 
Washington?  

Would you consider contacting your 
elected officials if the church asked 
you? 

As Catholics we are always invited to participate in the politi-
cal process.  Every four years that invitation is more finely 
focused for us by the United States Catholic Conference of 
Bishops, who publish a new version of the Faithful Citizen-
ship document. The document covers a variety of points. From 
the responsibility of us all to participate in the political proc-
ess, to highlighting the many issues of concern that we, as a 
church, can become involved, to speaking to us regarding the 
lifelong obligation that we all have to form our consciences in 
accord with human reason, this document encourages us to be 
active and enlightened by the teaching of Christ. 

It is a document well worth considering as we proceed toward 
the spring primaries and the fall elections. The document does 

not promote partisanship as it stands on our principles of Catholic 
Social Teaching. It crosses both sides of the aisle.  It speaks of pru-
dential judgment as being needed to determine the best way to pro-
mote the common good in areas such as housing, health care, and 
immigration, to name a few. 

The bishops call for a renewed politics that focuses on defending 
life, the needs of the most vulnerable, and the pursuit of the com-
mon good. 

I see this, personally, as one of the greatest opportunities to practice 
our faith.  When we are involved in the political process, no matter 
at what levels, we are fulfilling one of the most important tenants of 
our faith.  The opportunity to bring our message to the community, 
to the public square, is always challenging and rewarding as a per-
son of faith.  It brings with it all of the highs and lows, the satisfac-
tions and disappointments, much like trying to live our faith does 
when we truly pursue the formation of our conscience. May our 
faith be with us.  ������������  

To date we have received three responses 
from the twenty-five sent. In summery 
they said: 

We received both yes and no answers to 
the question about speaking out on 
legislative issues.  

The question about influence on public 
policy was answered in the affirmative by 
all respondents. One noted that, “Christ 
didn’t play it safe, and we are called to be 
disciples of Christ.”  

The third question was also answered in 
the affirmative but one respondent 
expressed some doubts that everyone 
would perceive the Church’s involvement 
efforts as non-political.  

As to overall comments to the article, one 
person pointed out any citizen’s right to 
speak out. Another’s comments included, 
“It is vital that Catholics carry Sunday 
into Monday. You must put your words 
into action. You cannot practice 
Christianity unless you follow through 
with your moral principles. Expressing 
and promoting the values that the church 
believes in has nothing to do with the 
separation of church and state.”  

As might be expected, diverse issues were 
mentioned but were for the most part 
those we hear discussed often. Issues 
included health care, education, 
affordable housing, fairness in the court 
system, abolishing the death penalty, 
immigration, and the military, both 
withdrawing troops from Iraq and 
attention to our military families. 

And yes, the respondents would consider 
contacting their elected representatives. 

We invite your comments on these and 
future topics.  ������������ �
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Can we ever be finished? Isn’t there 
always something we are questioning 
about our morality, our spirituality, our 
faith? Have you ever made up your mind 
and then find yourself changing it? Have 
you made up your mind about 
participating in the political process? 
Have you decided “politics and religion 
don’t mix”? Do you think your political 
opinions don’t make a difference? Too 
many questions? You are right!!!  

I believe God is asking us to form our 
own conscience and then help our 
legislators form theirs. I believe we can 
make a difference. Parishioners of St. 
Bernard Louisville have been meeting 

with their legislators for several years. 
During our second Catholics @ the 
Capital one legislator told us that, as a 
result of our conversation about the death 
penalty the year before, he was much 
more receptive when his brother talked his 
support of ending the death penalty. The 
next year he actually sought us out to 
continue the conversation. We are helping 
him form his conscience. Who knows, his 
changing his vote to “yea” may be the one 
that finally abolishes the death penalty in 
Kentucky.  

Step up! Help a local, state or national 
legislator form their conscience — it will 
help you to continue to form yours! ������������  

PL E A S E  B R O W S E  O U R  
W E B S I T E S  
You are invited to browse the Archdiocese of 
Louisville Web Page: www.archlou.org and the 
C a t h o l i c  C h a r i t i e s  W e b  P a g e: 
catholiccharitieslouisville.org  

Our goal is to attach the newsletter to the web page, 
reducing our mailing costs and making it directly 
accessible. If you would like to receive the Parish 
Social Ministry newsletter on line, please send your 
email address to:  ddutschke@archlou.org 

A  W E L L - T R A I N E D  
T O N G U E  

B Y  CH A R L I E  B U C C O L A  

The Lord God has given me a well-
trained tongue, that I might know 
how to speak to the weary a word 
that will rouse them.  Morning 
after morning  He opens my ear 
that I may hear; and I have not 
rebelled, have not turned back.  
(Isaiah 50, 4-5) 

“Let us be Christians in all our 
actions….Love is one of the 
pivotal points of the Christian 
faith.   There is another side called 

F I N I S H E D  F O R M I N G  Y O U R  C O N S C I E N C E  Y E T ?   

B Y  C H A R L I E  H A M L E T   

justice.” Martin Luther King 
concluded a speech with these words 
as he began, reluctantly, his 
involvement in reshaping society 
during the Montgomery bus boycott. 

We are called, most in small ways, 
some to a larger role, to bring light to 
world in which we live.  The 
message we carry may be one that 
many do not want to hear or just 
hasn’t been championed by anyone.  
Martin Luther King’s words were 
rejected by many.  But he persisted.   
For a long time, Isaiah was 
demeaned and ignored.  But he 

persisted. Certainly we can 
practice justice in our relations 
with the people we encounter each 
day. But to bring about the 
systemic changes that can bring 
our Christian vision of peace and 
justice to the larger community, 
we are called to the public square.    
Here we can meld our Christian 
values with every citizen’s role as 
an active participant in the process 
of governing our society. To rouse 
the weary to action, starting with 
ourselves, may take years.   But 
we can persist.     ������������  

You are invite to join CCUSA 
as an individual and as a parish. 

For more information: 

Catholic Charities USA 
1731 King Street 
Alexandria, Virginia 22314 
Phone: (703) 549-1390 
Fax: (703) 549-1656 

Individual Membership Dues: 
$25/year 

http://catholiccharitiesusa.org 

Contact us with your 
ideas and comments: 

Editor, Words Ways and Means 
2911 South Fourth Street 
Louisville, KY  40208 

Or send email to: 
ddutschke@archlou.org 
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In August of 2007 we 
convened the Catho l ic 
Roundtable on Peace and 
Justice. It is a regular gathering 
of interested persons who wish 
to create another voice for 
Social Justice. No lengthy 
membership, no dues, simply 
present yourself.  The agenda is 
created from the prior 
submissions of those who 
attended.  You are welcome.  
Since we serve a light supper—
pr io r  reservat ions  are 
necessary.   

The next Roundtable will be 
May 2008. Call 637-9786 for 
more details and reservations.  
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