
“ No one drowns if he 
perseveres in praying to God – 
and can swim.”   

T his Russian proverb 
came to mind as I 
considered a concept 
related to this issue 

of the Words, Ways and Means 
— survival. As we swim 
through the ever-stormy sea of 
life, we hold out hope even 
when we cannot see the distant 
shore. 

Hope is a core concept when I 
consider the notion of survival.   
In Pope Benedict’s recently 
issued encyclical, “Spe Salvi” 
(On Christian Hope), the Holy 
Father references Paul’s epistle 
to the Romans, — in hope we 
are saved (Rom 8:24).   In this 
encyclical, the Pope makes 
several observations that are 
relevant to us as we pursue 
justice in our social ministry. 

God is justice and 
created justice.  This 
is our consolation and 
our hope.  And in his 
justice there is also 
grace…   

No one lives alone. 
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SURVIVAL  AND  HOPE 
B Y  CH A R L I E  B U C C O L A  

No one is saved alone.  
The lives of others 
continually spill over 
into mine; in what I 
think, say, do and 
a c h i e v e .  A n d 
conversely, my life 
spills over into that of 
others: for better or 
worse. 

Even in those moments when 
we have doubts that striving for 
justice may be futile, we hear 
God’s call to all of us to pursue 
justice. The idea that I 
influence others and that I am 
influenced by others brought to 
mind a book I read several 
years ago.  Hope Dies Last by 
Studs Terkel is an intriguing 
collection of essays that deals 
with the notion of finding hope 
and holding on to that hope.  
(HOPE DIES LAST,  KEEPING 
THE FAITH  IN TROUBLED 
TIMES, Studs Terkel, 2003). 

 Terkel worries that Americans 
a re  l os i n g  h op e  and 
consequently losing their 
collective call to social 
activism, for which hope, he 
feels, is requisite.  Despite 
Terkel’s gloomy thesis, voices 

of hopefulness fill the book, 
coming from people across a 
b r o a d  s p e c t r u m  o f 
backgrounds: a pardoned 
death-row inmate, renowned 
economist John Kenneth 
G a l b r a i t h  a n d  O h i o 
Congressman and former 
presidential candidate Dennis 
Kucinich among them.   The 
title of the book itself comes 
from Terkel’s interview with 
Jessie de la Cruz, a retired farm 
worker, who tells him, “With 
us there's a saying, ‘La 
esperenza muera ultima.  Hope 
dies last.’ You can't lose hope. 
If you lose hope, you lose 
everything.”    

Thus as we pursue social 
ministry in our parishes and in 
our own daily lives, we can 
keep perseverance and patience 
in our pocket.   “But they that 
hope in the Lord shall renew 
their strength, they shall take 
wings as eagles, they shall run 
and not be weary, they shall 
walk and not faint.”  (Isaiah 
40:31)    

In the meantime, keep praying 
as you swim vigorously.   
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SE E ,  JU D G E ,  A C T  
W O R K S !  
By Sister Mary Schmuck, RSM 

We certainly don’t want for chal-
lenges these days. 

There are abundant global tensions, 
rocking economy, abuses of US 
Constitution checks and balances, 
growing disregard for life.  And 
growing evidence of extensive 
changes in weather patterns, known 
as climate. 

The last affects more than polar 
bears up north, cyclones in Burma, 
and floods in our Midwest.   A re-
cently released  court-mandated US 

government report says significant 
global warming impacts are with us 
all – now. 

But it all feels so nearly totally over-
whelming.  What to do about it all? 
SEE, JUDGE, ACT breaks it up 
helpfully. 

SEE – pay attention to the flow of 
reports, keep a list of one-sentence 
summaries of their conclusions 

JUDGE – reflect on what Catholic 
Social Doctrine has to say about it:   
Earth is given for the benefit of all; all 
human persons are made in God’s 
image and have inherent dignity;  give 
priority to what it means for people 
who are poor;  rights imply responsi-

bilities.  Pray for the courage and 
generosity to respond helpfully. 

ACT – join at least one organization  
working in this issue area. 

God has given us so many gifts to 
make Earth better for all.  God is 
counting on us to use them.  God is 
going to want to know how we did 
that. 
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Any group wanting a 75-minute over-
view of the climate change issue:  
contact Mark Bouchard or Sister 
Mary Schmuck, RSM, 502-637-9786 
or 502-331-4545 to set it up. 
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A trip to Louisiana wouldn’t be 
complete without a meal including 
shrimp and grits.  Shrimp from the 
sea and grits  (the ground coarse 
portion of hulled corn) from the land. 

I recently read about dead zones in 
the Caribbean Sea southeast of 
Louisiana.  A primary cause these 
lifeless areas in the sea was identified 
as agricultural runoff –  fertilizers 
from the Corn Belt region flowing 
down the Mississippi into the ocean. 

Thus a dilemma, to have more corn 
there are fewer shrimp. 

We all live along the river of existence 
on this earth.   Downstream from some 
of our neighbors; upstream from 
others. 

Do we consider the impact of our 
a c t i o n s  o n  o u r  n e i g h b o r s ?   
Particularly when making our 
purchase decisions, the monies we pay 
to others to provide goods and services 
to us.  ������������  

PL E A S E  B R O W S E  O U R  
W E B S I T E S  
You are invited to browse the Archdiocese of 
Louisville Web Page: www.archlou.org and the 
C a t h o l i c  C h a r i t i e s  W e b  P a g e: 
catholiccharitieslouisville.org  

Our goal is to attach the newsletter to the web page, 
reducing our mailing costs and making it directly 
accessible. If you would like to receive the Parish 
Social Ministry newsletter on line, please send your 
email address to:  ddutschke@archlou.org 

A R E F L E C T I O N  
O N  T H E  WAY  
T H I N G S  A R E …. 
B Y  D A V I D  D U T S C H K E  

 

We invite our readers to comment and 
reflect upon the world and the mission 
we have as Catholic Christians. 

Stealing from the great, and I do mean 
great, theologian, Karl Rahner who 
reflects in his book Mission and Grace 
a marvelous insight into the way the 
world is. 

SH R I M P  A N D  GR I T S  

B Y  C H A R L I E  B U C C O L A   

In our climate of black and white, 
individual and greed, he very effectively 
challenges us to think…about how the 
world is as God made it. 

This is it:  there are 2 orders in the 
world—the order of creation and the 
order of redemption.  They are a unity 
but not the same.  They inform each 
other but are not each other.  Thus the 
place of the person in the world, the 
order of creation, is one area for faithful 
person to work in to make this world 
better.  So also the place of the 
contemplative in raising up the order of 
redemption is of equal importance.  
Neither can be divorced from the other.  
They both are working to that end time 

which is not yet, to the unity of the 
created and redeemed orders. 

Because the end time is not yet—that 
unity of the created and redeemed 
order—you and I, dear Catholic 
Christian are—as God has intended 
Diaspora people. 

Could such an understanding bridge 
the divide between so called extreme 
conservatives and the extreme 
liberals? 

Can you think of all the corollaries 
that flow from this understanding of 
the way things are? We invite your 
feedback and thoughts.     ������������  

You are invite to join CCUSA 
as an individual and as a parish. 

For more information: 

Catholic Charities USA 
1731 King Street 
Alexandria, Virginia 22314 
Phone: (703) 549-1390 
Fax: (703) 549-1656 

Individual Membership Dues: 
$25/year 

http://catholiccharitiesusa.org 

Contact us with your 
ideas and comments: 

Editor, Words Ways and Means 
2911 South Fourth Street 
Louisville, KY  40208 

Or send email to: 
ddutschke@archlou.org 
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Do you have an email 
address but received this 
issue of Words, Ways and 
Means via the U.S. 
Mail?   In the spirit of 
e n v i r o n m e n t a l 
s t e w a r d s h i p  a n d 
economy, we would 
prefer to send WWM to 
you via email in the 
future.  Please send us 
your current email 
address along with your 
name and we will update 
o u r  d a t a b a s e .     
Send your email to 
Charlie@archlou.org. 
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