
I  have experienced very few 
“directives” from God in 
life, but one of them came in 
1973, when I was 19 years 

old. God told me in so many 
“words” that abortion, newly 
legalized, was a terrible wrong, 
and I needed to speak up about it. 

My husband and I have had four 
children and have experienced the 
wonderful joys and sorrows of 
these lives that came from us. 
What a miracle to have played a 
part in creating something new, 
some one who has never before 
existed. Being open to their lives 
has made us who we are today in 
ways unparalleled to any other 
experience! 

Science speaks to this marvel of 
procreation.  How can we doubt 
the humanness when we can see 
early sonograms and hear 
heartbeats? –When babies 
survive, precariously so, born just 
half way through pregnancy? We 
have all witnessed the suffering of 
mothers and fathers, who have 
bonded, on some level, to their 
child during pregnancy, when that 
child dies due to miscarriage or 
abortion. 

I’ve never had qualms about the 
morality of abortion, for surely as 
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ON ABORTION … 
B Y  JO A N  F E L L  B A R N E L L  

it kills the pre-born baby it kills a 
part of the mother and father. The 
gravity of the issue and the 
personal stakes involved were 
brought home to me as a 
volunteer on the telephone hotline 
of Opportunities for Life. Some of 
the situations were so heart 
wrenching; I learned I must never 
judge a person when they aborted 
their child. I do continue to 
consider the act of abortion a 
crucial moral evil that has rippled 
out into tidal waves of pain, 
distrust, and discord in personal, 
family, and societal relationships 
throughout the world.   

In our society today it is very 
difficult to uphold the “Culture of 
Life.” Forces of death, confusion, 
and breakage are all around us. 
When we cannot commit to 
nurturing innocent, fragile human 
life in the womb, it makes it easier 
to lose trust and connection to 
spouses and other younger and 
older family members. Violence 
has spilled out of “private” 
situations and saturates us in TV, 
movies, poverty, and war. We 
have become desensitized to all 
those who are “little” or 
vulnerable, selfish in our material 
desires, wanting things our way, 
right away. Respect for our 

bodies, made in God’s image, has 
greatly diminished. 

Fortunately our Catholic Church 
has shown leadership regarding 
abortion. Her teachings continue 
to show logic, wisdom, and 
consistency on related concerns 
of cloning, embryonic stem cell 
research, euthanasia, the death 
penalty, the sacredness of 
sexuality and marriage and 
family, and the creation and 
nurturing of new life within 
marriage.  

When I feel overwhelmed by the 
prevalence of death in our culture, 
exemplified by legal abortion, I 
remind myself that my God is 
Good and that my God is the God 
of Life. As a follower of Christ I 
know I have been charged to 
speak up about societal evils and 
to go out in service to those who 
are in need, to those whose lives 
are fragile, to empower them to 
choose life. How awesome that 
God has asked us to join him in 
creation and redemption! How 
encouraging to know that all 
things are possible through our 
God who loves us! 

Joan is a parishioner and staff member at 
St. Margaret Mary Catholic Community. 
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A B O R T I O N  A N D  
C A T H O L I C  C H A R I T I E S  

B Y  D A V I D  D U T S C H K E  

Recently, the question was asked, 
‘What does Catholic Charities do 
in the area of Respect for Life’? A 
second prominent question was, 
‘How does a Catholic vote for a 
“pro-choice” politician? In our 
Catholic Community the legal 
abortion policy in the US is a con-
tentious issue. (It is probably fair 
to say all life issues—death pen-
alty, war, euthanasia, stem cell, to 
name a few—are contentious.) 
Our Bishops have addressed this 
in their letter: Forming Con-

sciences for Faithful Citizenship. 
So the ball is in our court to read, 
reflect, and pray…and to listen to 
one another. 

Here is a way to view the issue: 
there are two faces to this coin 
abortion. One side has the clear 
teaching of the Church. (See 
#2270-73, 2319, 2322-23 Cate-
chism of the Catholic Church.). 
The other side is our political posi-
tion to re-criminalize abortion. 
Should we be successful in chang-
ing the current law on abortion, 
the constant task remains to 
change our communal hearts. That 
task existed before 1972 and re-

mains in 2008. My job and your 
job is to develop a well formed 
conscience. This is addressed in 
#31-39 of our Bishops’ Forming 
Consciences for Faithful Citizen-
ship. This is important not just for 
this upcoming election but for us 
to be committed Catholics in the 
public area year in and year out. 

As to the first question, What 
does Catholic Charities of Louis-
ville do about abortion?:  

· We teach and present what 
the Church teaches. 
· In our history we have done 
6,000+ adoptions. 

(Continued on page 2) 
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· We counsel pregnant moms 
and dads to make the most appro-
priate decision for them to keep or 
place for adoptions the babies they 
are carrying. 
· We in last years have estab-
lished a very positive Mother (also 
Father) Infant Care program to 
educate and support young mothers 
and fathers. 
· We offer project Rachel, a 
healing process for women who 
have had an abortion. 
· The Respect Life material and 
presentations are offered by staff in 
our Social Teaching presentations 
as well as specific topic presenta-
tions. 
· We present a forum on End of 
Life decisions that is superb. 
· We provide Ombudsman Ser-
vices for the KIPDA region for our 
vulnerable nursing home residents. 
· Our Sister Visitor program 
aids young single mothers and 
children to survive. 
· We are active with Catholic 
Conference of Kentucky on its So-
cial Concerns Committee, Respect 
Life Committee and promoting the 
legislative agenda of our KY Bish-
ops and the USCCB. 
· We encourage persons to con-

(Continued from page 1) sider volunteering with Opportunities 
for Life. 

· We collaborate with a wide 
range of groups helping persons in 
untimely pregnancies. 

What we do not do is collaborate 
directly with groups who specifically 
endorse candidates. This is clearly 
stated in #7 of our Bishop’s state-
ment. 

We invite our readers to a vigorous 
discussion of the challenge that each 
of us faces. To that end we will offer 
to convene gatherings to do just that. 
Talk to us. 
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Contact us with your 
ideas and comments: 

Editor, Words Ways and Means 
2911 South Fourth Street 
Louisville, KY  40208 

Or send email to: 
ddutschke@archlou.org 

 

A D V O C A T E  F O R  C H A N G E  
B Y  C H A R L I E  H A M L E T  

Early in the document Forming Con-
sciences for Faithful Citizenship (#11) 
the following caught my eye and col-
ored all my further study of it 
(emphasis mine): “As Catholics, we 
should be guided more by our moral 
convictions than by our attachment to 
a political party or interest group. 
When necessary, our participation 
should help transform the party to 
which we belong; we should not let 
the party transform us in such a way 
that we neglect or deny fundamental 
moral truths.”  

This points to two ways to change 

organizations: work for reform from 
within, or withdraw and build pres-
sure for change from outside. 

The difference between the Democ-
ratic and Republican national party 
positions on abortion has become a 
very divisive issue for Catholics.  I 
have been identifying myself as a 
Roman Catholic, Pro-Life Democrat 
for a few years to highlight the fact 
that I am opposed to abortion but 
support other Democratic Platform 
planks.  A few months ago I discov-
ered (and joined) Democrats for 
L i f e  o f  A m e r i c a 
(www.democratsforlife.org).  This 
organization supports existing Pro-
Life Democratic Legislators, identi-
fies Pro-Life Candidates for election 
and participates in creating the De-
mocratic Party Platform.  DFLA 
had even more dramatic effect on 
the “abortion plank” this year than 
they did in 2004 - still unacceptable 
but better than it would have been 
without DFLA actions on my be-
half.  

I believe forming our consciences in 
preparation for voting allows us to 
identify political party positions 
which are contrary to our Church’s 
teaching  and to support organiza-
tions like Democrats for Life of 
America  that “help transform the 
party to which we belong.” 
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We would like to hear from you.  The articles reflect not Gospel but a serious reflection 


